7 May 03

DENTAL HYGIENIST “C” SCHOOL PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1.
When are the packages due for the upcoming academic year?

Application packages are accepted year-round and should be sent to:


Naval Medical Education and Training Command

Education and Governance

Attn: Dental Program Manager (Code OE12)

8901 Wisconsin Avenue

Bethesda MD  20889-5611

Packages received by 30 September of each year will be considered for the upcoming academic year.  Those packages received after 30 September will be held over for consideration in the following academic year.  Candidates who are NOT accepted are encouraged to re-apply for future consideration, if still interested in the program.

2.
Is it mandatory to have a recommendation from a periodontist or is a letter from a general dentist acceptable?

Since there is not always a Periodontist available a Medical Corps or other Dental Corps officer can also provide a recommendation.  Keep in mind that an interview is desired, but not required, to enhance your selection opportunity.

3.
How many students are selected to attend college each year?

There are currently a total of 24 seats available each year, 18 training opportunities at Pensacola Junior College and 6 training opportunities in Coastal Carolina Community College.

4.
When can I expect the selection results to be announced?

Results of school selections for the upcoming academic year will be available in early January.  Applicants will be notified of selection by individual email. 

5.
How long do I have to commit to the Navy, after completing this “C” School Program?

Acceptance into the program has a 6-year OBLISERV requirement, 2 years for the training and 4 years from date of graduation.  

Please contact your Command Career Counselor for detailed information regarding your reenlistment contract.

6.
Will I be eligible for a SRB upon graduation from the program?

SRB is currently being offered for the dental hygiene program and can be received upon graduation by meeting the OBLISERV requirements.  If eligible for SRB you may be require to:

a.
Re-enlist as close to your transfer date as possible.

b. As appropriate, submit a NAVPERS 1306/7 via your Chain of Command requesting OBLISERV to Train (OTT) to PERS-811F4; upon receipt of approval message from OTT, execute the required extension. 

c. Upon graduation you may be able to re-enlist for SRB;  the OTT allows any existing extension to be cancelled.

d. Any further question should be referred to your Command Career Counselor and the most recent NAVADMIN on SRB.

7.
Will I receive all of my Navy pay and allowances (including BAH) while in the program?

Yes, you will receive all normal pay and allowances.  Remember BAH is based on your specific location.
8.
Will I receive a sponsor prior to reporting to my school?

The appropriate Naval Dental Center Student Liaison Representative will send notification of your command sponsor prior to transferring into the dental hygiene program.
Those attending Coastal Carolina Community College will be reporting to the Student Liaison Representative at Naval Dental Center/2D Dental Battalion, Building 315, McHugh Boulevard, Camp Lejeune NC 28542.  More information is available at command web address http://ndc-cl-www.med.navy.mil  or by calling 910-451-2208 ext 222 / DSN 751-2208 ext 222.

Those attending Pensacola Junior College will be reporting to the Student Liaison Representative at Naval Dental Center Gulf Coast, 161 Turner Street, Suite B Building 624, Pensacola FL 32508.  More information is available at command web address http://ndcpens.med.navy.mil/ or by calling 850-452-5644 / DSN 922-5644.

9.
What are my military duty responsibilities while attending school?

Example:  Watch-standing, Inspection, PRT, Advancement Exam?

During this 2-year training period, you will not perform any watch-standing duties.  However you are required to maintain military standards, participate in drug urinalysis, physical fitness testing, performance evaluations, advancement cycles, and personnel inspections.
10.
What happens if I am unable to complete the 2-year dental hygiene program due to pregnancy, failing grades, unplanned emergency, etc.  How much time do I owe the Navy?

Acceptance into the dental hygiene program requires 6 years of obligated service from the convening date of school.  You will re-enlist for 2-years and sign a 48-month Obligate to Train (OTT) extension at the time you transfer to school.  The remainder of this 6-year active duty obligation will be fulfilled at your current rate and NEC.

11.
Is there any type of accelerated advancement available after graduation?

There is currently a proposal to create an accelerated advancement program for those who graduate from the dental hygiene schools.  Anticipate final decision in fall 2003.

12.
What types of orders are available once I graduate “C” School?

As in any other Navy “C” school, students submit their preferences to their school liaison/Command Career Counselor and will be assigned as required by billet priority.  Your first tour as a dental hygienist (DT-8708) could be operational (afloat, FMF or OCONUS) or shore duty.  Contact your detailer if you have any questions or concerns and for any special circumstances, such as spouse co-location or Exceptional Family Member (EFM) Program.

13.
If I am top of my class as far as GPA, do I have first choice of orders?

GPA is not an accurate measure of abilities in a combined military and civilian student population.  As in any other Navy “C” school, students submit their preferences to their school liaison/Command Career Counselor and will be assigned as required by billet priority.  Your first tour as a dental hygienist (DT-8708) could be operational (afloat, FMF or OCONUS) or shore duty.  Contact your detailer if you have any questions or concerns and for any special circumstances, such as spouse co-location or Exceptional Family Member (EFM) Program.

14.
What’s the length of my first tour after graduation?

Refer to the most recent NAVADMIN on Sea-Shore rotation or contact your detailer.

15.
Is the Dental Hygiene Program accredited?

Yes, the dental hygiene program is fully accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Accreditation.  Graduates of the 2-year curriculum will receive an A.S. degree in dental hygiene education and are eligible to sit for the state board examination in any state desired.

16.
What are the prerequisites for each college?

Because each college makes their own student selections and training opportunities are limited you are not applying to a specific school but to the dental hygiene program.  We have combined all pre-requisites to ensure that your application will meet the minimum requirements for either college.  The academic pre-requisites are: a recent background, within 5-10 years, in General Chemistry 1 with Lab 1, English Composition, and Intermediate Algebra with a minimum GPA of 2.0 or grade of “C”.  Successful completion (minimum GPA of 2.0 or grade of “C”) of related courses in Anatomy & Physiology I & II; General, Organic and Biochemistry; General Microbiology; Expository Writing; Interpersonal Communications; Social Psychology is highly encouraged but not required.  The Assessment of Skills for Successful Entry and Transfer (ASSET) college placement test with minimum scores of:

Writing – 42

English – 40

Reading – 42-43

Numerical – 40

Math - 37

17.
What ASSET scores do I need to achieve for each college?

The Assessment of Skills for Successful Entry and Transfer (ASSET) college placement test can be taken through your local DANTES Test Center or Navy College office.  ASSET exam may only be taken twice in a 2-year period so review is recommended before testing.  Minimum scores required for school acceptance are:

Writing – 42

English – 40

Reading – 42-43

Numerical – 40

Math - 37

18.
How many times can I take the ASSET test and what should I do if I need to retest?

The Assessment of Skills for Successful Entry and Transfer (ASSET) college placement test can be taken through your local DANTES Test Center or Navy College office.  ASSET exam may only be taken twice in a 2-year period so review is recommended before testing.  Minimum scores required for school acceptance are:

Writing – 42

English – 40

Reading – 42-43

Numerical – 40

Math - 37

19.
Is it mandatory to complete Anatomy and Physiology for this “C” School?

Although it is not required, completing Anatomy & Physiology I & II is highly recommended to enhance your ability to successfully complete this program.  The Anatomy and Physiology taught during “A” school for DT and HM is not sufficient to prepare students for this dental hygiene program.

20.
Can I choose which school I would like to attend?

The application packages are reviewed/evaluated by the community colleges and each school determines who will attend their dental hygiene program.  Applicants will be notified of selection by individual email and the entire selection list will be posted on the NMETC web address at http://nshs.med.navy.mil/OE%20WEB/NMETC%20DTF%20TRAINING%20ISSUE%20LIAISON.htm
21.
Is it mandatory to attend the school orientation?

Due to military obligations you are exempt from the college’s MANDATORY STUDENT ORIENTATION/REGISTRATION SESSION.  You will receive orientation during your school check-in process conducted approximately one week before classes convene.

22.
Who are the points of contact, managing the dental hygiene students at each school site?

Those attending Coastal Carolina Community College will be reporting to the Student Liaison Representative at Naval Dental Center/2D Dental Battalion, Building 315, McHugh Boulevard, Camp Lejeune NC 28542.  More information is available at command web address http://ndc-cl-www.med.navy.mil  or by calling 910-451-2208 ext 222 / DSN 751-2208 ext 222.

Those attending Pensacola Junior College will be reporting to the Student Liaison Representative at Naval Dental Center Gulf Coast, 161 Turner Street, Suite B Building 624, Pensacola FL 32508.  More information is available at command web address http://ndcpens.med.navy.mil/ or by calling 850-452-5644 / DSN 922-5644  

23.
Can I wear civilian clothing while attending college?

Yes, keeping in mind that you are bound by the clothing and grooming standards outlined in Navy Uniform Regulations, NAVPERS 15665I.  Naval personnel shall ensure that their dress and personal appearance are appropriate for the occasion and will not discredit the Navy.  Current styles and fashions which are conservative and in good taste are authorized.  Wearing or displaying clothing, jewelry, tattoos, etc., depicting drug advocation is prohibited.

24.
What is a typical week while attending school and what is the daily schedule?

Your schedule of classes will really depend upon what courses you have successfully completed before reporting to college.  Regardless you can expect to attend either classes or clinics 0800-1630, Monday through Friday, except holidays and school breaks.

25.
What happens during college breaks?  Do I need to take leave?

While in the dental hygiene program you will be attending school year-round.  During summer session you will be required to complete 8-9 credit hours.  When school is not in session (i.e., spring, Christmas, etc.), you are encouraged to take leave for personal revitalization.  However, if you do not desire to take leave during a school break, the Naval Dental Center has a program set up to provide you with dental hygiene experience.  An orientation course has also been designed for those Hospital Corpsmen enrolled in this training program to assist them in acclimating into the dental community.

26.
Can I take the state board exam in any state of my choice?

The participating civilian colleges provide an accredited dental hygiene program.  The program accreditation is based, in part, on the graduate’s successful completion of state and national board licensure examinations.  Although licensure is not required to earn or maintain the NEC, it is necessary for program accreditation.  NMETC (Code OG3) will provide reimbursement for these exam costs.  You may, at your own expense, take the board exam for any additional state(s).  However variance in program curriculum from state and state and lack of reciprocity regarding licensure and licensure eligibility could be an issue and students pursuing additional state licensure are strongly encouraged to challenge the licensure exam immediately following graduation.

27.
Upon graduation, how long will I have to complete the National Boards and how does that process work?

Students attending Coastal Carolina Community College will take the National Board examination during their second year of training, approximately three months before graduation.  The North Carolina State Board examination is conducted every June at the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill and is a test of clinical skills only.

Students attending Pensacola Junior College will take the National Board examination in early December during their second year of training.  Exam results are published the following February.

28.
Who pays for the board examinations?

Naval Medical Education and Training Command (NMETC - Code OG3) provides reimbursement for the appropriate school state and national board examinations.  Submit original receipts with a completed Claim for Reimbursement for Expenditures on Official Business, SF-1164, to 


Naval Medical Education and Training Command


Attn: Code OG3


8901 Wisconsin Avenue


Bethesda MD  20889-5611

There is currently a SRB available and, if eligible, can be received at graduation, upon re-enlistment.
