01 December 2003

Greetings,

Hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

WHAT IS LWOP?

LWOP stands for Leave Without Pay.  This is an option for students under the following conditions: 

1. Doing poorly in school:  May have failed a class or failed a USMLE exam and needs to take a period of time to retake a class or study to pass the test.

2. A medical condition:  That may require ongoing treatment or may cause the student to need to miss a semester or two of school.

3. Pursue advanced degrees:  Approved on a case-by-case basis.

4. Other reasons:  Students may have other unique circumstances that require time off from school such a death or medical issue in the family, which will be considered on a case by case basis.

Students who are in LWOP status are basically in a limbo period from the program for a certain period of time (usually one year).  During this time they receive NO STIPEND or TUITION PAYMENTS.  If they attend school during this time, tuition will be paid for by the student, NOT the Navy.  Now, if you are considering this option you must understand the impact this will have Navy-wide.  Every student is scheduled to graduate a certain year, and subsequently become a Navy Doctor or Dentist for a period of time.  If you delay graduation by ONE year, then there will be a billet somewhere that goes unfilled.  This means some other Navy Doctor or Dentist will have to fill in the gap and not transfer as scheduled.  Please think seriously about the BIG picture before you request LWOP.

To request LWOP, simply send an e-mail message to the OH address explaining your reasons and we will go from there. 

On a different note: 2004 GRADUATES- have you checked our website recently?  There is a letter from our director for you!

Until next week,

Take care!

Registrar
